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Basic Disciplines for Believers 
Discipline #6: Selfless Serving 

God’s purpose and plan in saving me 
involves my selfless serving of others 

for the growth of His body 
and the advancement of His kingdom. 

1. The Example of Jesus (the Son of God, and the Creator 
of the Universe) 
Matt 20:28 "just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, 
but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many." 
ὥσπερ ὁ υἱὸς τοῦ ἀνθρώπου οὐκ ἦλθεν διακονηθῆναι ἀλλὰ 
διακονῆσαι καὶ δοῦναι τὴν ψυχὴν αὐτοῦ λύτρον ἀντὶ πολλῶν. 
Luke 22:27 "For who is greater, he who sits at the table, or he 
who serves? Is it not he who sits at the table? Yet I am among 
you as the One who serves. 
τίς γὰρ μείζων, ὁ ἀνακείμενος ἢ ὁ διακονῶν; οὐχὶ ὁ ἀνακείμενος; 
ἐγὼ δὲ ἐν μέσῳ ὑμῶν εἰμι ὡς ὁ διακονῶν. 
John 13:1-17 

2. The Commendation of Early Believers 
1 Cor 16:15 I urge you, brethren-- you know the household of 
Stephanas, that it is the firstfruits of Achaia, and that they have 
devoted themselves to the ministry of the saints--16 that you also 
submit to such, and to everyone who works and labors with us. 
Παρακαλῶ δὲ ὑμᾶς, ἀδελφοί· οἴδατε τὴν οἰκίαν Στεφανᾶ, ὅτι 
ἐστὶν ἀπαρχὴ τῆς Ἀχαΐας καὶ εἰς διακονίαν τοῖς ἁγίοις ἔταξαν 
ἑαυτούς· ἵνα καὶ ὑμεῖς ὑποτάσσησθε τοῖς τοιούτοις καὶ παντὶ τῷ 
συνεργοῦντι καὶ κοπιῶντι. 
2 Tim 1:16-18 16 The Lord grant mercy to the household of 
Onesiphorus, for he often refreshed me, and was not ashamed of 
my chain; 17 but when he arrived in Rome, he sought me out very 
zealously and found me. 18 The Lord grant to him that he may find 
mercy from the Lord in that Day--and you know very well how 
many ways he ministered to me at Ephesus. 

3. The Command to Serve One Another 
Gal 5:13 For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do 
not use liberty as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love 
serve one another. 

ὑμεῖς γὰρ ἐπ᾽ ἐλευθερίᾳ ἐκλήθητε, ἀδελφοί· μόνον μὴ τὴν 
ἐλευθερίαν εἰς ἀφορμὴν τῇ σαρκί, ἀλλὰ διὰ τῆς ἀγάπης 
δουλεύετε ἀλλήλοις. 

4. The Goal of Leaders 
Eph 4:12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, 
for the edifying of the body of Christ, 
πρὸς τὸν καταρτισμὸν τῶν ἁγίων εἰς ἔργον διακονίας, εἰς 
οἰκοδομὴν τοῦ σώματος τοῦ Χριστοῦ, 

5. The Purpose of Spiritual Gifts 
1 Pet 4:10 As each one has received a gift, minister it to one 
another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 
ἕκαστος καθὼς ἔλαβεν χάρισμα εἰς ἑαυτοὺς αὐτὸ διακονοῦντες 
ὡς καλοὶ οἰκονόμοι ποικίλης χάριτος θεοῦ. 

6. The Promise of God’s Recognition and Reward 
Heb 6:10‐12 10 For God is not unjust to forget your work and 
labor of love which you have shown toward His name, in that 
you have ministered to the saints, and do minister. 11 And we 
desire that each one of you show the same diligence to the full 
assurance of hope until the end, 12 that you do not become 
sluggish, but imitate those who through faith and patience 
inherit the promises. 
10  οὐ γὰρ ἄδικος ὁ θεὸς ἐπιλαθέσθαι τοῦ ἔργου ὑμῶν καὶ τῆς 
ἀγάπης ἧς ἐνεδείξασθε εἰς τὸ ὄνομα αὐτοῦ, διακονήσαντες τοῖς 
ἁγίοις καὶ διακονοῦντες. 11  ἐπιθυμοῦμεν δὲ ἕκαστον ὑμῶν τὴν 
αὐτὴν ἐνδείκνυσθαι σπουδὴν πρὸς τὴν πληροφορίαν τῆς ἐλπίδος 
ἄχρι τέλους, 12  ἵνα μὴ νωθροὶ γένησθε, μιμηταὶ δὲ τῶν διὰ 
πίστεως καὶ μακροθυμίας κληρονομούντων τὰς ἐπαγγελίας. 
1 Cor 15:58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, 
immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing 
that your labor is not in vain in the Lord. 
58  Ὥστε, ἀδελφοί μου ἀγαπητοί, ἑδραῖοι γίνεσθε, ἀμετακίνητοι, 
περισσεύοντες ἐν τῷ ἔργῳ τοῦ κυρίου πάντοτε, εἰδότες ὅτι ὁ 
κόπος ὑμῶν οὐκ ἔστιν κενὸς ἐν κυρίῳ. 


